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PREFACE. 


THE fascinating words of Shakespeare have raised a kindred spirit 
in the minds of various great Composers of Music, who have so 
worthily emulated the sublimity of the great Poet, that we are 
lost in admiration of the mutual harmony created in our minds 
between them; and almost run into a confused idea, whether the 
words may not have been adapted to the Music ! 


But besides the Plays that require elaborate compositions, 
and which, as such, have been taken as texts by Purcell, Dr. 
Arne, Mendelssohn, Stevens, Matthew Lock, Charles EK. Horn, 
Sir H. R. Bishop, and other celebrated musicians, there are to 
be found dispersed in various Plays short passages in verse that 
manifestly require to be sung :—these, snatches as it were, are 
left to the discretion of the Performer or Manager ;—but from 
time immemorial fine old melodies, eminently adapted to each 
occasion, have been adopted, but were never before collected or 


published. 


Numerous enquiries were made of the compiler of this work 
for the music that was sung in so captivating a manner by 


Mrs. Jordan, as Ophelia. 


It was traditional, but never published; and under those 
circumstances he was induced to endeavour to write out the 
melodies by the ear—which Mrs. Jordan herself was kind 
enough to listen to, and approve,—when with the addition of 
a bass by Dr. Arnold it was published, and met with a success 
that led to the idea of compiling all the similar adaptations, with 
the rest of the music of Shakespeare’s Plays:—materials were 
. gerly sought for, and the aid of the leading eminent Performers 
of that period solicited, for these extra passages, and in all cases 
freely given. 54 © 
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INDEX 


VOCAL MUSIC OF SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS. 


Se ee 


“ Thou soft flowing Avon” ies vas as Dre Arne. 


I—ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. 
*¢ Come, thou Monarch of the Vine” 32.. sin Purcell. 


II.—_AS YOU LIKE IT. 
“1.—“ Under the greenwood tree” bee Hee ... Dr. Arne. 
\— 2.—“ Blow, blow, thou winter’s wind’’ 


aes 2 
~~3,— What shall he have that killed the die. ”., .. Stafford Smith. 


—~4.—" When daisies pied” =i dive ae Dr. Arne. 
— 5.—“ It was a lover and his lass” Aes ibe .. Rk. T. S. Stevens. 
6.— Then is there mirth in Heaven ?” a ae Dr. Arne. 


ITI.—_CYMBELINE. 


1.— Hark, hark, the lark”’ is ots ... Stevens. ; 
. 2.—“ Fear no more the heat of sun’’ ros ae Weldon. 


IV.—HAMLET. 


1.—“ How should I your true love know ?” ie ... Traditional. 
— He is dead and gone, lady” 

3.—“ White his shroud as mountain snow” 

4,—“ Larded with sweet flowers” * 

5.— Good morrow, ’tis Saint Valentine’s Day” 

6.—“ They bore him bare-faced on the bier” 

7.—“ For bonny sweet Robin” 

8.— And will he come again?” ... 

9.— In youth when I did love” 


V.— HENRY THE FOURTH, Part 2. 
“ Do nothing but eat” ay aes oa Unknown. 


6 INDEX TO VOCAL MUSIC OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS. 


VI.—_HENRY THE EIGHTH. 
‘“ Orpheus with his lute” a ah wa. Pareel: 


VII.—_KING LEAR. 


1.—“ Fools had ne’er less grace in a year” ar Traditional. 
2.—“ Then they tor sudden joy did weep” i ne + 
3.— He that keeps nor crust nor crumb” ... ee rs 
4.— The hedge sparrow fed the cuckoo” ‘ 
5.—“ Fathers that wear rags” _... ae me - 


6.— That, sir, which serves and seeks for gain”’ 


VIII.—LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST. 


1.— Oh, a day! alack the day” ade va Dr. Arne. 
2.—‘* When icicles hang on the wall” nie cae), Oe, Ae ibetnes 


IX.—MACBETH. 


1.—‘ Introduction” Gee cM Ae #6 Matthew Locke. 
2.—‘ Speak, sister, speak” 
3.—‘‘ He must, he will, he shall” 
4.— Now let’s dance” 
5.— At the night raven’s” 
6.— Hecate, Hecate, come away !” 
7.—“ With new fall’n dew”’ 
8.— Black spirits and white” 
9.—“ Tiffin, Tiffin” 

10.— Around, around about”’ 


X.—MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 
“Take, O take, those lips away” a wa Weldon. 


XI.—_-MERCHANT OF VENICE. 


1.— Tell me where is Fancy bred?” ... fo 1. Sir John Stevenson. 

2.— Haste, Lorenzo” ... sak ie ge: Calcott. 

3.—' My bliss too long”’ cis se au: ... Onknown. 

4.—“ To keep my gentle Jessy” 2 ae Arnold. 

5.— O happy fair” <a oo Ht wa | Wa Bhdele. 
XII.—_MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 

1.— To shallow rivers, to whose falls” —... ae Unknown. 

2.—“ Fie on sinful fantasy !” Bae oe ... Addison. 


INDEX TO VOCAL MUSIC OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS. 


XIII.—_MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM. 


1.—Air, “ By the simplicity of Venus’ doves” Sir H. R. Bishop. 


2.—Air, “ O happy fair” bee ee 
3.—Air, “ Over hill, over dale”’ es ae 


T. Cooke. 
4.—Fairy Music Mendelssohn. 

5.—Fairy March ; ae ae Pe 
6.—Recit : ‘That very time I saw,’ ne ‘Ae *¢ Love in idleness” 

7.—Duet, “I know a bank”’ C.. EH. Horn. 
ee Gk. mon 22 Act Ps. Mendelssohn. 
9.—Glee, “‘ Ye spotted snakes”’ Stevens. 
10.—Incantation, &e. Sc. 2. Act II. Mendelssohn. 
11.—Incantation, “ What thou seest” 

-12.—Interlude and remainder of Music to Act IT. Mendelssohn. 
13.— The Ousel Cock” Traditional. 
14.—Music to Act III. Mendelssohn. 
15.—Air, “ Flower of this purple aoe Smith. 

* *6.—Fairy Music to end of Act III. Mendelssohn. 


>P] 


.7.—Recit: “ Lo! Night's swift dragons,” and Air, “ But we are 


Spirits” 
18.—Air, “ Spirit, lead Leah up and down” 
19.—Air, “ On the ground” 


20.—Air, “ Be as thou wast wont to be” Battishill. 
21.—Trio, “ Fairy King” 
22.—Music to Act IV. Mendelssohn. 


23.—Wedding March. 

24.—Music to Se. 1. Act V. 

25.—Solo and Chorus: ‘ T’o the Basi bride bed, 2 ee 
26.— In Theseus’ House”’ 


Pi 


”? 


Sir H. Rh. Bishop. 
27.—Finale, ‘‘ Puck” 
XIV.—MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 


R. T. S. Stevens. 


”? 


Dr. Arne. 


1.—‘ Sigh no more, ladies” 
2.—“* Ditto,” as a Glee : 
3.—“ Par aa Goddess of the Nigh, es 


XV.—OTHELLO. 


Ancient. 


1.— Jago’s Songs” 
— Willow” 


>] 


8 INDEX TO VOCAL MUSIC OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS. 


XVI.—ROMEO AND JULIET. 


Dirge (as at Drury Lane) Bishop. 
XVII.—TEMPEST. 
ae ‘Come unto these yellow sands” HI, Purcell. 
— Full fathom five”’ 7 
: —‘* No more dams I'll make for fish” J. Smith. 
4.—“ Where the bee sucks” Dr. Arne. 
5.—" Flout ’em and scout ’em” Purcell. 
6.— Stephano’s Songs” Traditional. 
— While you here do sleeping lie” :: 
— “QO bid your faithful Ariel fly” Stevens. 
a “‘ Honour, riches, marriage blessing” .  £.. Cooke. 
10.—“ Where the bee sucks,” harmonized by J Aelia _Dr, Arne. 
XVITII—TWELFTH NIGHT. 
1.— O mistress Ee Addison. 
am “Hold thy peace” os Traditional. 
— Which is the properest ant to yaa Dr. Arne. 
: —“ Tilly valley, lady,” and sequence Traditional. 
5.— Come away, Death” es Dr. Arne. 
6.—“ Hey Robin, jolly Robin” Traditional. 


7.—“ Epilogue Song” 


>] 


XIX.—TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA. 


“ Who is Silvia? What is she?” 


XX.—WINTER’S TALE. 


1.— When daffodils begin to peer”’ 

2.—“ But shall I go mourn for that, my dear” 
3.—" Jog on, jog on” ka ke 
4.—“ Lawn as white as driven snow” 

5.—* Will you buy any tape?” 

6.— Get you hence” ... we re 


Dr. Arne. 


Traditional. 
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Dr. Boyce. 
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The love stricken maiden, the sighing youug swain, 
Here rove withotit danger, and sigh without pain; 
The sweet bud of beauty no blights here shall dread, 
For hallowd the turf is which pillowd his head. 


3 


Here youth shall be famd for their love and their truth, 
Here smiling old age feels the spirit of youth ; 

For the raptures of fancy here Poets shall tread, 

For hallowd the turf is which piflowd his head. 


4 


Flow on silver Avon,in song ever flowy, 

Be the swan on thy bosom still whiter fhan snow: 
Ever full be thy stream like his fame may if spread, 
And the turf ever hallow'd which pitlowd his head. 
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Two of the songs in this charming Play are set by Dr. Arne. Of 
both these pieces he has omitted to notice some of the words, a circum- 
stance greatly to be regretted and difficult to be accounted for. The 
first song, “ Under the Greenwood Tree,” is followed by a chorus, 
** Who doth Ambition shun.’ Mr. Linley has supplied Arne’s omission 
and adhered very closely to his original conception in the introductory 
air, as he has also done to the quick movement of the second song, 
“ Blow, blow, thou Winter wind,” than which a more exquisitely tender 
and elegant melody, or one more expressive of the poet’s sentiment was 
never imagined. These judicious additions to Arne’s melody are 
both inserted. 


Mr. Steevens has been eminently successful in his glee to the 
words, “It was a Lover and his Lass,” the words of which appear to 
have been incorrectly given in the folio of 1623; they are here 


corrected from a quarto MS. in the Advocate’s Library, Edinburgh: 


it contains about thirty-four songs with words, and sixteen song 
and dance tunes. The latter part of the manuscript, which bears 
the name of a former proprietor, “ William Stirling,” ne the date 
“ May 1639,” consists of Psalm tunes, evidently in the same hand- 
writing, and written about the same time as the earlier portions. The 
inaccuracies in the folio, which have given much trouble to Com- 
mentators, are not to be found in this manuscript. In the printed 
copy, the last verse stands in the place of the second. This was 
observed and remedied by Dr. Thérlby, and the words “ ring time,” 
then rendered “rang time,” and by Commentators altered to rank: time, 
were first restored to the proper meaning by Steevens, who explains 


them as signifying the apfest season for marriage. 


Stafford Smith’s glee of “ What shall he have that killed the Deer,” 
is admirably expressed and deservedly popular. 
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merry merry note Un_to the sweet birds throat and 
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The wild and pathetic airs of Ophelia were collected and published 
by W. Linley (brother of Mrs. Sheridan,) as he remembered them to have 
been repeatedly sung by Miss Field, of Drury Lane Theatre, afterwards Mrs. 
Foster (she died 1789); and he says, “ the impression remained too strong 
‘¢ on his mind to make him doubt the correctness of the airs agreeably to 
** her delivery of them.” 

Dr. Arnold also noted them down from Mrs. Jordan’s voice, and Mr. 


Ayrton has followed that version in Knight’s Pictorial Shakespeare. The 


notes are the same in both, but in the former it is in 3 time, in the latter 
common time. The melody is printed in common time in The Beggar’s Opera 
(1728) to * Yow'll think e’er many days ensue,”—and in tho Generous 
Freemason (1781). 

“ To-morrow it is St. Valentine’s Day,” is to be found in several ballad 
Operas, such as The Cobbler’s Opera (1729), The Quaker’s Opera (1728), &c.; 
also under this name, in Pills to Purge Melancholy (1707) vol. 2, p. 44, and in 
Heywood’s Rape of Lucrece, beginning “ Arise, arise, my juggy, my puggy.” 
Other versions will be found under the names of “ Who list to lead a Soldier’s 
life,” and “ Lord Thomas and Fair Ellinor.” 

“ My Robin is to the Greenwood gone,” or “ Bonny sweet Robin.” This 
is contained in Anthony Holborne’s Citharn Schoole (1597), in Queen Elizabeth's 
Virginal Book, in William Ballet's Lute Book, and in other manuscripts and 
printed works. 

There are two copies in William Ballet’s Lute Book, and the second is 
entitled “ Robin Hood is to the green-wood gone.” It is, therefore, probably 
the tune of a ballad of Robin Hood, now lost,—Ophelia sings a line of it— 


*¢ For bonny sweet Robin is all my joy.” 

In Peele’s Edward I. (1593), we find, enter a harper and sings to the 
tune, “ Who list to lead a Soldier’s life.” There is also in the Roxburgh’s 
ballads, a song of “ The Life and Death of King Richard III, who, after 
many murders committed by him, was slain at Bosworth by Henry VII. King 


of England,” beginning— 
. 4 ‘* In England once there reigned a King, 
A tyrant fierce, and fell,” — 


these are only different versions of the same air. 
Dr. Percy selected some of the fragments of ancient ballads which 
were dispersed through Shakespeare’s Plays, and especially those sung 


glee by Dr. Callcott), the first line of which is taken from that sung by 
Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew. 
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On a day,(alack the day ') 

Love, webs month is ever May, 
Spied a blossom, passing fair, 
Playing in the wanton air: 
Through the velvet leaves the wind, 
All unseen, gan passage find; 

That the lover, sick to death, 

Wishd himself the heaven’ breath. 
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Air, quoth he, thy cheeks may blow; 
Air, would I might triumph so! 

But alack,my hand is sworn, 

Neer to pluck thee from thy thorn: 
Thou for whom e’en Jove would swear, 
Juno but an Ethiope were; 


And deny himself for Jove, 


Turning mortal for thy love. 
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WHEN ICICLES HANG ON THE WALL 


we A eee 


When Icicles hang on the Wall, 

And Dick the shepherd blows his nail, 

And Tom bears logs into the hall, 

And milk comes frozen home in pail, 

When roasted crabs hiss in the bowl, 

Then nightly sings the staring owl, 
To who; 

Tu whit.to who,a merry note, 


While greazy Joan doth keel the pot. 
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When all aloud the wind doth blow 
And coughing drowns the parsons saw 
And. birds sit brooding in the snow 
And Marians nose luoks red and raw 
When blood is nippd, and ways be fowl, 
Then nightly sings the staring owl, 

To who; 
Tu whit,tc who,a merry note, 


While greazy Joan doth keel the pot. 
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